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}. EVETTS HALEY, cowman and historian, is as adept 
;^be fine art of working wild cattle as he is in writing.history, 
ah as one professor remarked “reads like poetry” With Ids 
he is the active cowboy owner-operator of three Soutn- 
jern cattle ranches, 
i He * s the author of twelve books of history and biography 
the. most, noted Hying Southwestern historian. Frazier 
t f pra feed his Ch art cs Good night ; Couoii an an d Fla ins - 
as the finest American frontier biography ever writ' 
‘f The late Dr. E. C. Barker, dean of history at the Uni- 
of Texas,.; considered Evetts Hale}', 'perhaps his most 
[ptioi-iai student in 'a life-time of teaching and Dr. Herbert 
Rollon, the great California historian, once, spoke of him 
|Arnenea’s finest historical writer.” 

| j* Hvetts Haley ran for Governor of Texas in 1956, 
£ Houston Post described him as “a man with a keen, in- 
|e mind, a firm background in history and government and 
Wf) y understanding of the problems of his day,” 

| .called him the “Salty 
|is Rebel” from the Staked Plains, “the region's Thomas 
ffc ? brilliant historian and a provocative pamphleteer. He 
|es impl 2 ^abiy that Americans stand to lose their individ- 
goveriirnenty and he insists that they should 
||on themselves instead of the government for their welfare." 
1 1 He Is a graduate of AVest . Texas University and the Uni- 
|ty of Texas, and a former Member of the Board of the 
|rr Technological College, A life-long Constitutional Demo- 
t}Le resides at Canyon, Texas. 

| 

Order: A Texan Looks at Lyndon 
| . The Palo Duro Press, Box 390 

Canyon, Texas; Price $1 
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J. EVETTS HALEY, cowman and historian, is 35 adept, 
at the fine art of working wild cattle as he is in writing history, 
which as one professor remarked “reads like poetry.” With his 
son he is the active cowboy owner-operator of three South- 
western cattle, ranches. 

He is the author of twelve* books of history and* biography 
and the most noted living Southwestern historian. Frazier 
Hunt praised his Charles Goodnight: Coxoman and Plains- 
man, as “the finest American frontier biography ever writ- 
ten.” The late Dr. E. C. Barker, dean of history at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, considered Evetts 'Haley ''perhaps his most 
exceptional student in a lifetime of teaching and Dr. Herbert 
E. Bolton, the great California historian, once spoke of him 
as “America’s finest historical writer.” 

When J. Evetts Haley ran for Governor of Texas in 1956, 
the Houston Post described him as “a man with a keen, in- 


: lively understanding of the problems of his day.” 

The Austin American -States man called him the “Salty 
Texas Rebel” from the Staked Plains, “the region’s Thomas 
Paine, a brilliant historian and a provocative pamphleteer. He 
argues implacably that Americans stand to lose their individ- 
ual liberties to big government, and he insists that they should 
rely gh themselves instead of the government for their welfare.” 


versity of Texas, and a former Member of the Board of the 
Texas Technological College. A life-long Constitutional Demo- 
crat, he resides at Canyon, Texas. 


Order: A Texan Looks at Lyndon 
The Palo Duro press, Box 390 
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A TEXAN LOOKS AT LYNDON . APT^MATH : OP FRAUD 
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Estes out Estes declined to sell.’ Tnea the Grace boss 
lowered the boom, telling Estes be knew all about, bis 
fraudulent finance and if he still refused to sell, he would 
expose his fraud to his big backers, Commercial Solvents. 
Billie simply picked up the phone on the desk, handed it 
to the Grace official and gave him the Commercial Sol- 
vents number. 

Such stories as this did nothing- -to settle the suspicions 
! that somehow Eyncton Bf Johnson was interested in Com-, 
nierciat Solvents. Undoubtedly - Estes stood in high favor 
with the company and its President, hlaynard 
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who-, was near f rrfntlc ; when 
V : about half a million rnonthl 
rment: 1 : : . . . . 

With the State threatening antitrust action, Wheeler 
made a public disclaimer to the effect that his connections 
with’ Estes were purely business, which had . ^at no time 
violated the anti-trust laws of: the State of Terms or else- 
where.” On the stand . he denied Che testimony of Frank 
Cain, a Dallas lawyer representing Pacific Finance Com- 
‘ pany— one of a mimbcr cleeply involved in; di^un ting * 
the paper on Estes* bogus tante— that Commercial Sol- 
vents had offered to set Estes up in Brazil. ?► report of 
unusugl interest since it was once rumored that he was 
ready to fly there igi. refuge. 

Despite all suspicions of Lyndon, lief was never proven 

ii E.g.; on May 21, 1962, a . Tong* session behind closed doors 
wa 3 held with N. Battle Kales, v/ho had charged that Estes 
. had “profited hugely from favored treatment hi the AgK- 
evHi-re Department. and with Walter Berger, of Commercial . 
Solvents. McClellan clamped “a tight lid of secrecy”^ on 
everything, With Committee . members and witnesses anke 
forced to agree tc divulge nothing. Amarillo iJevss, May 22, 
1862. See too. Corpus Chris ti Caller, June 13, 16, 1962; San 
Angelo Standard , June 16, 1032. 
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to be involved, ; though some tightlv do~d ^ rions H 
Sens.pr McClellan's Committee, without reveabng' who 
had been beard or what had been found’, indicted tto 

tbe .'® d was damped tight, an FBI agent on 
the ca e revetded ' C0 a friend that Commercial Solvent, 

hS*,,, ■’ nat Cprmnemia! Solvents knew what Estes 
' approved, as .indicated in the 

die So!, came out in the. litigation. An of- 
rertUiaer, at El- Faso, 'later testiffetF . 
r 1,61 he ltad t?ntten to Commercial Solvents that 
; )m:nci y «* m on bogus tanks. The Com- 
ComAtff ? tnvestigate and verify the report. Yet 
ual Soryeuts stayed with Este^ - ^nd pvmi !1 f, av v 
was^airested and thrown j n jail, put up $400,000 'in "cath 

- iWbkt the public generally ' awaited, howeww S W 

nSSS °\\T pobUcal P°* er Ms crooked busi- 

n f~ -> ust mm that Lyndon’s influence and hU 

TrblV™”/* j 6 ” 5 invo!ved But H looked in vain.- for 
\ fr . !en f , c8nat0r McClellan, to throw any light 

cfosed! . lD ^ iC ra0St sisaificant icings were tightly 

the h < 7 f>V& l tba Cllfp ;’- b!e eiements were kept hi fear lest 

unpredictable im- 

£d 4 S ' Th ? 3C Wh0 knew i™ best be* 

{’ .-Amf ’ - fl,i 0Wa rmnd ’ & «%ious and weU-mean- 
mg person, ^wno in conscicnce-fidden trouble, suffered fur- 
1 ■ er mentaI ^version while convincing himself that the 
way out was by honest confession— which too was in line 
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: 144 A TEXAN LOOKS AT LYNDON 

with his denominational dogma. He. repeatedly asserted to 
i close friends that before be went to prison he would make 
a clean breast of the whole business. 

; This was his apparent intention when called beiore 
- the McCiellan Committee. Bat Just before be left for 
Washington, ihose around him observed, that tor the. fir^t 
time ho:^ ^hiA :t ^ed i6 death/' He said that: threats 
. - bad come not only against his lHe ; but; against his. family. 
Ipste^ for the. McClellan Committee, be 
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WWI Jjr to responsible Washington sources, a _ 
order Sealed the McClellan Committee findings from scru- 
tiny even from Congress itself. Since then various Estes 
friends have tried to induce him to talk, but be always 
, answers “I can’t talk unless my Austin law yer approves, ^ 

' - ,i. ' -n».. • - t r pm i r ■' ■ i — — - 

.: \ .. As in the later Bobby .Baker, case, there were strong 

suspicions that the Kennedy's were ail set to suur.t Jotasoa 
in 1964 because of . his connections ydth the Estes 
affair It is known that FBI agents were working op this 
av'le irfirngdiatelv after Billie Sol’s arrest. Dr. Buna hath 
numerous calls 1 front agents inquiring specifically tor leads 
as to Johnson’s connections, the agent in charge admitting 
that they “had: the green light” from Washington, which 
meant from . Bobby Kennedy and his brother. ; 

Certain .mindr contribuUng incidents were a^matter ox 
rumor if not ol public knowledge; the report of .Batly Bwd 
Johnson’s overnight, visit at the. Estes ‘home: her broker s 

• alleged interest in the Estes' grain operations : Brine s own 
o^en allegations that he and Lyndon were going into tee 
4ain storage business under the Government Point Jiv 
proaram “in India”; and. nest it was •‘Johaon^W- 
where Billie was to be . Ambassador— as “Lyndon has it 
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all fixed up for me”; and the persistent Tumors that Mrs. 
Jonnsqn's money, had saved Commercial: ; Solvents;-: 

Whatever the investigations H ']oib^ v in 

all probability only to the Attorney General. It may well ^ 
be diat they contributed to the ill-concealed - enmity- be- 
tween him and i the. President and . perhap ’ 

his- challenge to Johnsoin in certain, state ' 
as the heavy v.xi'e-iri vote in the New Hanips’rire pri- .... 
manes. Dus made, the President, furious and was m:k'.r,d 
by Johnson’s, fast foot-work vrith the Wisconsin Oovcrhoi, • : 

John W. Reynolds, who used the White. House as a sobucU 
mg -board against another threatened Bobby write-iii : — - • 
paign, in his state. 32 

When Johnson’s friend, Mayor Tom Miller of, Austin 
died, ,-tiis Vice-President flew dp\rn for the funeral In a 
military jet* *. Upon bis return trip the plane skidded from 
the runway in landing ;at : Dallas a 
J$L : ^ ssHngton by commercial flight. Hub Jim 
out tbat it .had first flown to Midland, where it was p^r 
ay/ay from the terminal •and closely guarded by the sec 

CPnrirft ■n-V-Uc. L'- : - 




service, while' two men were' escorted to it and stayed; 

fits 
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aa.nour. Then the piano took off for. Dallas and its. 
hap in landing. 

In tiros the report . cf the Midland flight - and uie 
strange and secret conference: leaked out, A hurried effort 
by a responsible person to check the Midland tower rec : V ;V 
ords. at first went awry because of a mistake as to the 
date.. Properly advised later, the spe person, returned, to 
cnecx tne .fkgat records, but the investigator was told - that . ' 
the records of that day’s flights bad been sealed bv gov- 
ernment order. Efiorts to secure the plane’s itinerary were 
I&grase rebuffed in Washington. The two men who bad 
iSFor a suggestion of this thought, see Ted Lewis, “Capitol ' V 
Ski ££>’’ Wash xngioti Daily News , Jfarch 13,1364. ' \ 
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